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The Cather “Pioneer’ Exists in Every Person

Jim, not long after he goes to live with his grandparents in Nebraska, finds a fascination and a

friendship in Ántonia, a transplanted Bohemian.  To Jim, Ántonia represents the pioneer of creating

the European culture of her background within the wild, untamed culture of the Nebraskan prairie

frontier.
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The Cather “Pioneer” Exists in Every Person

When Jim saves Ántonia from the prairie snake, he realizes a certain dedication for the

European expatriate.  He appreciates the culture and desires its continued existence.  However, he

cannot shake the pioneer that is in him.  He has discovered the identity of the pioneer in Ántonia

since their relationship began in the prairies of Nebraska.
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